
Dear friends,

Our Archives team tells me that the last time a Presiding Bishop visited St. Michael’s 
was in September 1922, when the General Convention was held in Portland. Bishop 
Tuttle and his entourage came to lay the cornerstone for the new St. Michael’s. You 
can see the stone with its date right on the corner of NE 43rd and Broadway. I imag-
ine it was an awesome experience, not only with the honor of the Presiding Bishop 
coming for this event, but for the investment in the future which that moment 
represented for the community. In a brief twelve years the people had suffi  ciently 
developed their common life to that point. I suspect on that day they were equally 
elated and terrifi ed. � eir willingness to risk then continues to bear fruit in our lives 
now.

� e second visit to St. Michael’s of a Presiding Bishop has now been accomplished. 
March 4, 2007 has been a remarkable experience for us. � ank you to all of you 
for your sharing in another unique moment in our parish story. While in that fi rst 
event the larger church came to us, so this 2007 event represents St. Michael’s full 
participation in the life of the larger church. We stand in solidarity with our Church 
in mission.

Our community has been entrusted with many gifts – a light to let shine, good news 
to proclaim of God’s reconciling love. In off ering hospitality to our Presiding Bishop 
and the Executive Council we model that safe and welcoming space in which we 
fi nd God and one another. One more time, we are not afraid to go forward into the 
future which God has prepared for us.

You may recall that we had named “transition in leadership” as one of our “Five in 
Five” priorities in the summer of 2005. It was not until last summer that I could 
even bring myself to say that word “transition.” I came to clarity about retiring at 
this time out of a process of deep listening – to myself and to the heartbeat of our 
parish. Now we are fully engaged in the early stages of a transition in parish leader-
ship and in our common life. Julian of Norwich reminds us, “All will be well, and 
all manner of things shall be well.” We have never walked this walk before. So let us 
be tender with one another, and confi dent in the God who walks with each of us, 
while we are present and while we are absent from one another.

Best regards,

John S Scannell
Rector

episcopal church

March 1, 2007
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Your Prayers Are Asked For

+ Recent hospital patients:  DICK HALL, MARLENE 
LINDAHL, SALLY HARRIS, BOB SPIERS and 
DAVID BURGESS.

+ Remember MARIE HETHERINGTON who died on 
January 31st

The Minor Prophets

�e Adult Forum on three consecutive Sundays, March 11, 18 
and 25, will be a discussion of the minor prophets. �e “minor” 
prophets, so designated because their writings are shorter than 
those attributed to the major prophets — Isaiah, Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel — contributed critical answers to God’s people during 
times of crisis. And they continue to speak to us, providing many 
important insights.

�e twelve books of the Old Testament attributed to the minor 
prophets (nearly one third of the 39 OT books) were known in 
the Hebrew Bible as “�e Twelve” and were treated as one book. 
�e nearly 300-year period covered by their writings — from 
about 760 B.C.E. to about 450 B.C.E. — saw major crises in 
Israel’s political and religious life, literally the end of much of 
what was most important to Jewish life and identity.  Jerusalem, 
the city that would last forever under the protection of Yahweh, 
was devastated; the Temple — center of Jewish life — destroyed; 
the elite of the population, carried away into exile. And though 
the exiles would eventually be returned to Judea, they would not 
again be an identifiable nation-state until the 20th century.

�e twelve minor prophets — Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Ha-
bakkuk, Micah, Nahum, Jonah, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah 
and Malachi — helped Israel understand the “why” of the events, 
and provided hope for the future.

�e sessions, designed and facilitated by Pete Schmidt, are:

Session one, March 11:  
�e historical context for understanding the Twelve: 
Israel’s crises and the response of the prophets. �eir les-
sons — our questions!

Session two: March 18: 
Hosea: �e faithfulness of Yahweh 
Amos: �e righteousness of God

Session three: March 25: 
Nahum and Jonah: God’s love for all humanity? 
Habakkuk, Zechariah and Malachi: Hope for the future

Souper Bowl Thanks

�anks to all the people of St. Michael’s for your generous 
contributions of $1,657.21 to the Souper Bowl of Caring  on 
February 11th. Our gifts benefit the Northeast Emergency 
Food Program. �anks to our Sunday 
School children for encouraging your 
giving through collecting with their 
soups pots.

Women’s Retreat Quilt

On the newly covered bulletin boards in the Parish Hall is a 
“quilt” designed and executed during the recent women’s retreat 
weekend at Ceders Retreat Center in January.

Jan Elphers of Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon was the leader 
of the retreat and she engaged the group in a collective project on 
“How We Visualize God.” �e quilt was the result of that interac-
tion. 

A prayer service of meditation, reflection, silence, readings and 
music in the style of the ecumenical French monastic community 
called Taizé will be held in a church filled with candlelight on 
Friday, March 16 at 7:30 pm. �e simple, chant-like music style 
creates an atmosphere of peace and calm that is meant to quiet 
the soul. Come and be renewed at the end of the work week.

 A number of people assist with the service which help make it 
a wonderful experience. Additional singers and instrumentalists 
interested in providing musical support and those willing to help 
with setup before and after should contact Bob Spiers in the par-
ish office at 503/284-7141 or bobs@stmaa.org.

Taizé Worship continues in March
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Thank You For The Sabbatical!

Dear Friends,

I have returned from the most wonderful, restful sabbatical! 
�ank you all so much for your care and support for this time 
away and for sending Gary and me off and receiving us home 
with such warm enthusiasm!

I have shared with many of you that I worshiped on Christmas 
Eve in the parish church in Beshofen, Germany, the next village 
over from Käshofen where my son Rian lives. (Käshofen is too 
small to have a church of its own). I had never noticed the name 
of the church before but as the candlelight liturgy began amidst 
fragrant incense and ringing bells, I discovered much to my joy 
that I was in St. Michael’s Church! Doesn’t God have a great 
sense of humor? �e liturgy was all in German of course but “O 
Come All Ye Faithful” and “Silent Night” are recognizable just 
about anywhere.

It’s still pretty amazing to us that we were able to visit all the 
places that we did. We spent �anksgiving in Hawaii, Christmas 
in Germany, greeted the New Year in Nice, France, and cel-
ebrated Gary’s birthday in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. We spent two 
weeks in Spain and we were also able to spend a few days with 
the Taizé community in France. It was so awesome to actually 
be singing all those Taizé chants that we have been singing at St. 
Michael’s for years and years at Taizé!

A special word of thanks to the many people who assumed extra 
responsibilities during my absence:  Dick Huneke and Janet 
Robinson for shepherding the English as a Second Language pro-
gram and Jack Harper and Bob Ullman for setting up the ESL 
classrooms, Mary Tongue for tending to all the details for the 
Women’s Retreat, Maureen Davison for preparing the Liturgical 
Ministries Schedule, Joan Stevens for carrying on the Episcopal 
Peace Fellowship ministry, Arlys Fischer for shepherding the St. 
Brigid’s Guild, J Quanbeck for printing the Spanish bulletins, 
Marcela Zurita for organizing the Escuela Dominical (Sunday 
School) for the 1:00 liturgy and to Eugenia Cortes for organizing 
the 1:00 Convivio (coffee hour). A special word of thanks also to 
our Rector, John Scannell, to the Rev. Carlos Núñez, and to the 
staff at St. Michael’s, all of whom picked up many extra pieces 
during my time away. I have been so blessed!

�ank you very much! Mahalo! Vielen dank! Merci beaucoup! 
¡Muchísimas gracias! 

— Deacon Marla McGarry-Lawrence

English As A Second Language  
Program

Winter term of our English as a Second Language Program is 
drawing to a close. For some reason, the number of students 
participating this term was much lower than normal. Hopefully 
the numbers will pick up for Spring Term and we’ll once again be 
overflowing the Parish and Nativity Halls with students eager to 
learn to speak English! Truc, from Vietnam, is still with us and 
has successfully completed beauty school. Alexander, from Cuba, 
has changed jobs and was able recently to return to study English 
with us. Micaela, from Guatemala, and her children are so deter-
mined to learn they seldom miss a class.

Many thanks to our Winter Term tutors: Christie Maddocks, 
Janet Robinson, Linda Murdoch, Mary Mark, Sigrid Huston, 
Michael Berkson, Cindy Pitman, and Lindsay Vannostrand, Ed 
Basaraba, Tara Jackson, Stephanie Walker-Masson, and Alejandra 
Colque. And a special �ank You to Dick Huneke for holding it 
all together during my absence! 

Spring Term will begin on Tuesday, March 27 and continue 
through May 29. To learn more about our English as a Second 
Language Program or to become a volunteer tutor, please contact 
Deacon Marla McGarry-Lawrence at 503-284-7141 or at Mar-
laML@stmaa.org.

–Deacon Marla McGarry-Lawrence

FAITH IN ACTION – 2006-2007  
Series of Interfaith Prayer Services

�is series of monthly interfaith gatherings focuses on issues 
that affect people of faith in every tradition. �ey also give 
participants the opportunity to worship with people of different 
faiths in churches, temples, mosques, and synagogues. �e next 
service in this series will be held on Sunday, March 18 at First 
Unitarian Church, 1011 SW 12th Ave., Portland, at 4:00 p.m. 
�e topic will be “How Do People of Faith Help Bring Peace to 
this World?” �e Interfaith gathering on April 22 will be held at 
Congregation Neveh Shalom, 2900 SW Peaceful Ln., Portland 
with the topic of “How do People of Faith support all religious 
beliefs?” �e final service in the series will find us at the Muslim 
Educational Trust, 10330 SW Scholls Ferry Rd., Tigard, where 
the topic will be “How do People of Faith support families?”

�e series is sponsored by Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon, �e 
Interfaith Alliance and the Interfaith Council of Greater Port-
land, with assistance from the Episcopal Peace Fellowship. Please 
come!

Spring Forward

PDT – Pacific Daylight Time begins on March 11th, set your 
clocks forward by an hour.
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Monday, April 23, Oregon Interfaith Power and Light (OIPL), 
a project of Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon, will present two 
workshops: Save Your Congregation Energy and Money, from 
12 to 2:30 p.m. and Energy Stewardship from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
Both workshops will be held at the St. Luke Lutheran Church at 
6835 SW 46th Avenue in Portland. �ese workshops will provide 
consumers with resources and information to increase energy 
efficiency in homes, businesses, and congregational facilities. Key 
topics include: the economic benefits of energy conservation, 
renewable energy and the ethics of energy consumption. On-site 
registration accepted.

Geared to the needs of congregations, the noon workshop serves 
as a consultation for facility managers, trustees and building 
committee members. Save Your Congregation Energy and Money  
will cover key principles of energy stewardship for congrega-
tions, low-cost and no-cost measures to save energy expenses, and 
funding energy efficiency projects for religious facilities. �e En-
ergy Stewardship workshop in the evening will include priority 
choices to save energy costs for homes and businesses, affordable 
renewable energy options and the ethics of energy stewardship. 

�e keynote speaker for both workshops will be Doug Boleyn, 
PE, who has over 30 years of experience in renewable energy and 
energy efficiency. He is the energy consultant for OIPL, past-
president of the Solar Energy Association of Oregon, president 
of Cascade Solar Consulting, LLC, and a member of the Energy 
Trust of Oregon Renewable Advisory Committee. �e workshops 
are co-sponsored by Oregon Department of Energy and Energy 
Trust of Oregon.

OIPL’s mission is to assist congregations and their members to 
become better stewards by improving energy stewardship and 
investing in clean, renewable energy. OIPL offers opportunities 
for putting faith into action through wise electricity choices and 
energy conservation. 

To register for the workshops, call (503) 221-1054, ext. 203. 
Pre-registration for each session is recommended by April 18, but 
registration will be accepted at the door. Registration is $8 per 
person with discounts more than one attending. A light meal will 
be provided at each of the workshops. To download a brochure, 
go to www.emoregon.org. 

This Jesus Challenges Me

I use force, and He says Forgive.

I am afraid, and He says Take heart.

I doubt, and He says Trust.

I feel anxious, and He says Be calm.

I desire to be left alone, and He says Come, follow me.

I make my plans, and He says Let’s go this way.

I want security, and He says to me I promise nothing.

I want to live, and He says to me Give your life.

I believe that I am a good person, and He says �at’s not 
enough.

I want to be in charge, to give the commands, and He says, 
Serve, obey.

I want to understand, and He says Believe.

I want clarity, and He speaks to me in Parables.

I want poetry, and He speaks of Realities.

I want tranquility, and He wants me to be Disturbed.

I think of revenge, and He says Turn the other cheek.

I speak of peace, and He says I have come to bring a sword.

I want to hide, and He says Let your light shine.

I seek out the first place, and He says Sit in the last place.

I want to be seen, and He says Pray in secret.

No, I don’t understand this Jesus. He provokes me, He con-
founds me.

Like many of His disciples I, too, think I would like to follow a 
different teacher - one who would be more clear, and who would 
ask less of me.

But it is as true for me as it was for Peter: When Jesus asked the 
Twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered, 
Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life.”

�e source of this meditation is unknown. It was shared in wor-
ship in Cuernavaca, Mexico in November, 2006 by the team 
from St. John’s Church, Capitola CA, and has been slightly 
adapted.

Energy Stewardship Workshops 
for Congregation and Community
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Meditation on God in Daily Life 

Jesus said: “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what 
their ancestors did to the false prophets.” (Luke 6.26) 

By Tom Ehrich 

I travel today to Ames, Iowa, where the overnight lows are dip-
ping below zero F. 

� is is my fi rst trip to Ames and its downtown Episcopal congre-
gation. I am excited about meeting new folks and helping them 
think through Church Wellness. 

As always in such a trip, the quandary will be how to measure 
success. How will I know whether I have provided good ministry? 
If I were a rock star, success would be ticket and CD revenues. 
If I were in sales, it would be a contract. If I were selling band 
uniforms, it would be 76 trombones leading a big parade. 

But ministry is diff erent. � e measure of service in God’s name 
isn’t necessarily applause or gratitude or any of the usual worldly 
markers. Ministry seeks, above all else, to transform lives by 
enabling people to know God’s love and to hear the Gospel call to 
mercy, self-sacrifi ce, mission, justice and peace. 

Ministry seeks to lead people to better ways of living, not neces-
sarily more comfortable, more prosperous or more popular ways. 
Ministry off ers healing, not happiness. It off ers hope, not satisfac-
tion. 

Ministry is counter-intuitive 
in many ways, ask-

ing people to give 
when they 

would 
rather 

take, to let go when they would rather hold on, and to turn the 
other cheek when their every instinct is to retaliate. 

Ministry asks people to work harder for God than they typically 
want to work, to give time to ventures that promise no reward, to 
touch lives they normally would avoid, and to gather in circles of 
friendship, not class affi  nity. 

As churchgoers who have both roles — giving ministry and 
receiving ministry — it can be confusing to set aside one’s own 
needs in order to tend to another’s. It can be hard to get out of 
the “customer” role. It can be hard to think of every member be-
ing held accountable for the church’s performance. 

Jesus warned his disciples that they could expect to be hated, 
excluded, reviled and defamed, and that when the opposite hap-
pened, when people “spoke well of them,” it could mean they 
weren’t doing their job. 

� at’s a challenging reality to face as a visiting teacher. For I want 
to be appreciated and my work to be well received. But I know 

that the measure will happen after I am gone, when ei-
ther they allow their lives to be transformed and their 

church nurtured in health, or they return to former 
ways, as if I had never been there. 

I do know this: if we speak words that are as 
true and meaningful as we can manage, 

God will make something of them. In 
the end, you see, it is God who 

transforms lives. 

Copyright © 1996 - 2005 Journey Publishing Company. All rights reserved, 
Used with permission. For more information or to respond to this message - 
email:<feedback@onajourney.org>.
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Men’s Cake Auction on April 15th

Men of our parish community are invited to bake for the Men’s 
Cake Auction – Sunday, April 15th at 10:10 am. Proceeds are for 
projects of our parish Properties Commission. All kinds of baked 
goods and exotic creations are welcome. �ere will be some mod-
estly priced items for youngsters. Generally, this event involves a 
mega-output of generosity with a lot of fun and excitement. Call 
Paul LaCroix, Properties Commission Chair, with any questions 
(503/257-8490). �anks!

“Competing Christianities”  
Coram Deo Lecture Series

March 9-11, Central Lutheran, Portland

Dr. Marcus Borg 
Renowned author, scholar and speaker

Presented by Central Lutheran Church in partnership with the 
Oregon Synod ELCA

Friday, March 9 ($10): 
~ Competing Christianities (7:30-9pm)

Saturday, March 10 ($20):  
~ Rereading Jesus: Conventional Christianity vs Radical 
Discipleship (9-10:30am) 
~ Jesus vs Empire (11am-12:30pm) 

Sunday, March 11: 
~ Jesus: Executed for Justice and Peace (9-10 am,  
Education hour)  
~ Sermon (10:15am, Worship service)

Central Lutheran, 1820 NE 21st Ave., Portland OR, 97212; 
www.centralportland.org

Registration and childcare information: 503-284-2331, office@
centralportland.org

Dr. Marcus Borg will discuss two radically different understand-
ings of Christianity. Borg often appears on mainline TV news 
programs and is an internationally acclaimed “Jesus Scholar.” 
His new book, Jesus: �e Life, Teachings and Relevance of a 
Religious Revolutionary, together with Reading the Bible Again 
for the First Time, Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time, and 
�e God We Never Knew hint at his understanding of Jesus and 
authentic Christianity.

“If he (Borg) did not exist, we would have to invent him for we 
have no better guide to the recovery of an authentic Christian 
faith.” - Harvard Divinity, Professor Peter Gomes

2008 Work Mission To Nicaragua

Will 2008 be the year for you to join the St. Michael’s Work 
Mission to Nicaragua? �e dates are January 5 to 20, 2008 and 
we will once again be working with El Porvenir, a small non-
profit whose name in Spanish means “�e Future.” El Porvenir 
is dedicated to improving the health, environment, and standard 
of living of poor people in Nicaragua’s rural villages through 
sustainable self-help community development in potable water, 
sanitation, health education and reforestation. Your work there 
could involve building latrines, working on new or existing 
wells, or building community washstands (lavenderos) or show-
ers (baños), depending on the need of the community to which 
the St. Michael’s team is assigned. Spanish language skills are 
not required as you are accompanied at all times by El Porvenir’s 
bilingual, bicultural staff.

We have reserved 10 spaces with El Porvenir for January 2008. 
�e cost will be approximately $1200 per person plus airfare 
(usually $650–$800). Your fee includes hotel accommodations, 
all meals, and transportation within Nicaragua. Middle-school 
and high school age youth are welcome to participate with their 
parents. For more information about the 2008 work mission, 
please contact Deacon Marla McGarry-Lawrence at 503-284-
7141 or at MarlaML@stmaa.org. To learn more about El Porve-
nir, please visit their website at www.elporvenir.org.
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Gifts are welcome for Easter flowers in the church. 

Please draw checks to St. Michael’s or call the parish office, 503/284-7141.

Enclosed is my gift of $_________  (circle one)

       in honor of   /   in memory of   /   in thanksgiving for

�

�

Your name and telephone number:

�

Altar flower donations are welcome at any time of the year. During the season of Lent altar flowers are replaced by greens.  
Please contact the Parish Office, 503/284-7141, or <office@stmaa.org> with any questions or requests.

Come See “A Closer Walk”  
On March 23 At St. Michael’s

“I will show you my faith by what I do.” James 2:18

What can you do to “combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other 
diseases?” (Millennium Development Goal 6). Over the com-
ing months, St. Michael’s Outreach and Justice Council will 
highlight ways we can all help in the fight against disease that 
impacts the poor and vulnerable around the globe. Topping the 
list of diseases is the worst plague we have faced in our history: 
HIV/AIDS.

“A Closer Walk” is a powerful documentary produced by 
Academy Award nominee Robert Bilheimer and narrated by 
Glenn Close and Will Smith. �is documentary provides criti-
cal information about the global AIDS pandemic, illustrated by 
the deeply moving stories of children and adults suffering from 
its consequences and the response of persons from many coun-
tries and cultures who are working to counter the impact of the 
disease. 

Lowen Berman, from the Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon HIV 
Services, will facilitate a discussion about issues raised in the film 
and how each of us can make a difference. �e film is appropriate 
for adults and mature high school youth.  

To entice you to join us, pizza will be provided at 6:30 pm. �e 
film starts at 7:00 pm, followed by discussion at 8:30. Sign up in 
the Gallery or email Bev Hoeffer at <hoefferb@msn.com> to let 
us know that you are coming and if you need childcare during 
the film. We look forward to seeing you on Friday, March 23!

- St. Michael’s Outreach and Justice Council members

The Alleluia Booklet

�e Alleluia Booklet includes 50 meditations or “alleluias,” one 
for each day of the Easter season. Each alleluia is a story, poem, 
image or other creative piece about resurrection, and many of 
them this year will be a reflection on the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals.

�e Alleluia meditations are available either in a printed booklet 
format, at a cost of $5.00; or free, via e-mail one message per day 
during the Great Fifty Days.

Checks can be sent to Gethsemane Church, 905 4th Ave S, Min-
neapolis MN 55404, with “Alleluia Booklet” in the memo.

For register for e-mail delivery, send to 50alleluias@gmail.com.

For the full story, go to http://www.episcopalchurch.org/3577_
82730_ENG_HTM.htm.  A great opportunity!  �ank you!

Standing in solidarity with  
INTEGRITY

�is is a difficult time in the church for many of our gay and les-
bian brothers and sisters. If you would like to stand in solidarity 
with them and don’t know quite how, consider joining Integrity. 
Integrity is a national organization for gay and lesbian episco-
palians and their straight friends; it acts as a voice for openness, 
inclusion and support. If you would like information about this 
contact Lynda Moses at 503/261-2948 or email her at  
Lmoses1098@aol.com .
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St. Michael’s Calendar

March 11	 Daylight Saving begins, 
Set your clocks ahead one hour.

March 11, 18, 25	 FORUM: THE MINOR PROpHEtS 
�e Adult Forum on three consecutive Sundays will be a discussion of 
the minor prophets.

April 1	 Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion 
Regular schedule of 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 and 1:00 (in Spanish).

April 5	 Maundy �ursday 
Agapé Meal begins at 5:45 pm and the Liturgy at 7:00

April 6	 Good Friday 
Church opens at 6:00 am, services at Noon and 7:00 pm.

April 7	 �e Great Vigil of Easter 
Service begins at 8:00 pm, Easter party continues until Midnight.

April 8	 Easter Sunday 
Regular schedule of 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 and 1:00 (in Spanish).

April 15	 Easter Readings and Song 
Also: �e Men’s Cake Auction.


