





EL PORVENIR BENEFIT CONCERT

SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2008 AT 7:30 P.M.
Laurelhurst Club, 3721 SE Ankeny St., Portland

@ -
& E!l Porvenir
(‘ Dedicated to sustainable development in Nicaragua
Please come and support the mission of EL PORVENIR in
providing clean water and

sustainable development

in Nicaragua! Singer-song-

writer Alison Lentz will per-

form original music. Alison

is a life-long member of our

parish and went to Nicara-

gua with the St. Michael’s

work mission team in

January, 2007. Food and

beverages as well as CDs of
Alison’s music will be avail-

able at the concert.

GREETINGS, REEL THEOLOGIANS:

Here’s the scoop on our film for next Month. Little Children
(2006)’s thumbnail synopsis in IMDD reads: “The lives of two
lovelorn spouses from sepa-

rate marriages, a registered

sex offender, and a disgraced

ex-police officer intersect as

they struggle to resist their

vulnerabilities and tempta-

tions.” What can [ say? It’s

spring!

You know the drill:

St Michael and All Angels
7:00 p.m. on Sunday, April
6th

ADULT FORUM THANK YOU.

Kudos and many thanks to Pete Schmidt for his Adult FORUM
Series on the Bible! It was fascinating, informative, and enjoyable!
Thanks for sharing your gifts, Pete!

MOTHER'S DAY LUNCHEON

In lieu of the usual Sunday Lunch, a special luncheon is planned
to honor Mothers on their special day. We need a group of non-
mother persons to help set up and serve lunch following the 11
am service on May 11th. A clean up crew is also needed.

SONS, HUSBANDS AND FATHERS
WE NEED YOU!
PLEASE VOLUNTEER TO HELP.
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
All parishioners are invited to the Mother’s Day Luncheon. To

volunteer, please contact Nancy Huck at 503/282-1500, or email
her at nancyhuck@comcast.net

ST. MICHAEL'S YOUTH MINISTRIES -

SERMON FROM THE BIRMINGHAM JAIL:
STMAA YOUTH READ MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Sunday, April 6, 9 AM & 11AM Services

An electrifying call to all people of faith to confront injustice
wherever it may be, King’s Letter from the Birmingham Jail will
be the sermon on April 6. Youth at St. Michael’s will read the let-
ter at the service, and call upon you to join Bread for the World
by writing your own

letters to end world

poverty.

Comedy Tonight! A

Fundraiser for the

Annual Youth Retreat,

Friday, April 25, 6:00

PM. Save the date for

food, fun and frivolity

as St. Michael & All

Angels Youth marshal

their considerable

talents for a madcap

evening of food, music

and comedy. Stuff yourself with a delicious spaghetti dinner,
loosen your belt and make room for the belly laughs. Tickets go
on sale soon! Support our annual Youth Retreat and have a great
evening out!



CAROLINE'S CORNER:
DISCOVERING OUR MINISTRIES

THERE ARE DIFFERENT KINDS OF GIFTS, BUT THE
SAME SPIRIT. THERE ARE DIFFERENT KINDS OF
SERVICE, BUT THE SAME GOD.

(1 CORINTHIANS 12:4-5)

As I look around me here at St. Michael’s, I see an amazing com-
munity filled with people with a wide and varied range of won-
derful gifts, lots of energy, and a willingness to share both gifts
and energy generously. This is evident in the ministries developed
and promoted within this place. We are truly all ministers.

We were all created by God and we all continue to be created
by God. A vital part of this creative process is God’s generous
gift-giving: implanting within us particular attributes or long-
ings; particular ways of being present to one another and to all
of God’s creation. God then calls us to use these gifts so lovingly
bestowed to do God’s work in the world. However, we are not
asked to use all of our gifts all the time, or all at once! Rather,
we are invited, in conversation with those around us — family,
friends, our worshipping community, and the wider world — to
discern (that is, to figure out), which gift or gifts God is calling
us to use Now.

And this call changes as we change. Last year we may have found
great joy in some form of outreach to the community or in work-
ing with children. This year we may find ourselves being drawn
in a different direction, perhaps to parish hospitality or maintain-
ing our buildings and grounds. The possibilities are endless! We
all change and are changed through our experiences and through
our transforming relationship with God. Sometimes it’s hard to
recognize our own gifts. We need to listen to those around us
and be open to the invitation to try a ministry we may never even
have considered! Then, having said “Yes,” we will experience the
transforming discovery of a new gift!

MID-WEEK BOOK GROUP FOR
THE EASTER SEASON:

AN EXPLORATION OF
THE REVELATION OF JOHN

Beginning on Wednesday, April 2, you are invited to participate
in weekly study based on the book, Conversations with Scripture:
Revelation by Frederick Schmidt. In discussions lasting about 45
minutes, we will consider one chapter each week for six weeks.
(We will meet in the Parish Hall following the 10:00 a.m. Eucha-
rist.) Please sign-up in the Gallery, so that we can order enough
books. (For further information, please contact Caroline Litzen-
berger (503/284-7141, ext. 320; carolinel@stmaa.org.)

NEW VESTRY LIAISONS TO MINISTRY
AREAS

St. Michael’s Parish Ministries are grouped into categories with
each category of ministries having two Vestry Liaisons. With
the recent election of the new Vestry the people assigned to each
ministry have changed. (Their names are given in parentheses
below.)

Outreach & Justice (Kenya Cruz and Dick Huneke)
Worship and Music (Diane Kimmel and Jane Larson)
Parish Life (Josh English and Ken MoholtSiebert)
Administration (Michael Sagun and Charlene Sabin)
Pastoral Care (Jonna Alexander and Larry Street)
Christian Discipleship (Pete Miller and Karen Oglesby)

The particular ministries that fall within each of these catego-
ries are listed in the Parish Directory, and in more detail, on the
parish website (http://www.stmaa.org/). If you are interested in
learning more about how you can be involved in a parish min-
istry contact either one of the Vestry members listed above or
Caroline Litzenberger (503/284-7141, ext. 320; carolinel@stmaa.

org.)

VIA MEDIA SERIES TO BE OFFERRED

The Via Media Series introducing the Episcopal Church will be
offered on Monday nights, beginning on March 31. This series
offers a rich, in-depth exploration of the Episcopal Church in the
21st century. It is a great way for newer member of the Episcopal
Church to explore the Anglican way of being Christian.

Each session begins with a video involving several people who
explore a particular topic. These topics include “God,” “Jesus,”
“Holy Spirit,” “Word,” “Sin,” and “Hope” (along with others).
When the video ends, the conversation continues, facilitated by
suggested questions and a discussion leader. Participants thus
have the opportunity to explore their own faith in light of these
video presentations and ultimately to wrestle with such questions
as

Who is Jesus?
What does it means to be a Christian?
What it means to participate in the Eucharist?

This Via Media Series will run for eight weeks and will be offered
from 7:00 to 9:00 on Monday nights from March 31 through
May 19. (For further information, please contact Caroline Litzen-
berger (503/284-7141, ext. 320; carolinel@stmaa.org.)

Please sign-up in the Gallery for this great series!



EASTER MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDING BISHOP

THE MOST REV. KATHARINE JEFFERTS SCHORI
PRESIDING BISHOP

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Your Easter celebration undoubtedly has included lots of physi-
cal signs of new life -- eggs, flowers, new green growth. As the
Easter season continues, consider how your daily living can be an
act of greater life for other creatures. How can you enact the new
life we know in Jesus the Christ? In other words, how can you be
the sacrament, the outward and visible sign, of the grace that you
know in the resurrected Christ? How can your living let others
live more abundantly?

The Judaeo-Christian tradition has been famously blamed for
much of the current environmental crisis, particularly for our
misreading of Genesis 1:28 as a charge to “fill the earth and
subdue it.” Our forebears were so eager to distinguish their faith
from the surrounding Canaanite religion and its concern for fer-
tility that some of them worked overtime to separate us from an
awareness of “the hand of God in the world about us,” especially
in a reverence for creation. How can we love God if we do not
love what God has made?

We base much of our approach to loving God and our neighbors
in this world on our baptismal covenant. Yet our latest prayer
book was written just a bit too early to include caring for creation
among those explicit baptismal promises. I would invite you to
explore those promises a bit more deeply -- where and how do
they imply caring for the rest of creation?

We are beginning to be aware of the ways in which our lack of
concern for the rest of creation results in death and destruction
for our neighbors. We cannot love our neighbors unless we care
for the creation that supports all our earthly lives. We are not
respecting the dignity of our fellow creatures if our sewage or gar-
bage fouls their living space. When atmospheric warming, due in
part to the methane output of the millions of cows we raise each
year to produce hamburger, begins to slowly drown the island
homes of our neighbors in the South Pacific, are we truly sharing
good news?

The food we eat, the energy we use, the goods and foods we

buy, the ways in which we travel, are all opportunities -- choices
and decisions -- to be for others, both human and other. Our
Christian commitment is for this -- that we might live that more
abundant life, and that we might do it in a way that is for the
whole world.

Abundant blessings this Easter, and may those blessings abound
through the coming days and years.

DESCENDING THEOLOGY: THE GARDEN

BY MARY KARR

We know he was a man because, once doomed,
he begged for reprieve. See him

grieving on his rock under olive trees,
his companions asleep

on the hard ground around him
wrapped in old hides.

Not one stayed awake as he’d asked.
That went through him like a sword.

He wished with all his being to stay
but gave up

bargaining at the sky. He knew
it was all mercy anyhow,

unearned as breath. The Father couldn’t intervene,
though that gaze was never

not rapt, a mantle around him. This
was our doing, our death.

The dark prince had poured the vial of poison
into the betrayer’s ear,

and it was done. Around the oasis where Jesus wept,
the cracked earth radiated out for miles.

In the green center, Jesus prayed for the pardon
of Judas, who was approaching

with soldiers, glancing up--as Christ was--into
the punctured sky till his neck bones

ached. Here is his tear-riven face come
to press a kiss on his brother.

from Sinners Welcome: Poems. © Harper Collins Publishers. Reprinted with permission.

PARKING REMINDER!

Remember, since it’s tax season please do not park in the Liebert
and Liebert accountants’ office lot (4300 NE Broadway) on the
South side of Broadway before 7 pm on weekdays and Saturdays.
A summary of parking availability through April 15 appears
below:

Monday - Friday before 5:00 pm & Saturday before
noon — street parking only is availabl

Monday - Friday after 5:00 pm and Saturday after noon
— Broadway Medical Clinic lots available

Monday - Saturday after 7:00 pm — Liebert and Liebert
lot available

Sunday all day - Liebert and Liebert lot and Broadway
Medical Clinic lots available.

THANKS.
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ST. MICHAEL'S CALENDAR

March 20
March 21
March 22
March 23
March 30
April 6
April 12

May 11
May 18

Maundy Thursday
Agapé Meal begins at 5:45 pm and the Liturgy at 7:00

Good Friday

Church opens at 6:00 am, services at Noon and 7:00 pm.

The Great Vigil of Easter

Service begins at 8:00 pm, Easter party continues until Midnight.

Easter Sunday
Regular schedule of 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 and 1:00 (in Spanish).

Easter Readings and Song
Also: The Men’s Cake Auction.

A Sermon from the Birmingham Jail:
Martin Luther King, Jr., and Social Justice — Service focuses on
participation of youth.

Women’s Tea — Saturday 4:00 - 5:30 pm.
The Day of Pentecost - Regular schedule
Confirmations - Bishop Ladehoff






