Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 2nd 2010
The Reverend Caroline Litzenberger
God of Love,
be with us as we strive to respond to your call
to love as Jesus loved.
Amen

First we have Peter’s vision:
There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air.
A voice said, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.”
But he refused, because that would have violated Jewish Purity Laws 
And after this vision, Peter encountered 3 men – all Gentiles –at the house where he was staying
The Holy Spirit told him to travel with them and not to make a distinction between [as he put it] “them” and “us”.
And this time there was no chance that he could miss the message: He was asked to speak to these men and their friends: 
“As I began to speak,[he said,]  the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. “ – “just as it had on us”
For some time now, Peter had been arguing rather vehemently with Paul about whether a person who was not already a Jew could become a Christian
His vision and his witnessing of the Holy Spirit’s inclusion of the Gentiles led him to support Paul
But wait! There’s more!
We not only have Peter’s eye-opening experience of God’s inclusion of “them – those others who aren’t like us,” 
But also today’s Gospel, which commands us to “love one another.”
Jesus says, “I give you a new commandment,”
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."
And Jesus is very clear here, isn’t he?
· We’re to love as he loved 
· And we know that he embodied radical, abundant love as he embraced those on the margins of his society 
· Those whom others saw as the least loveable got the most love
· And such love takes many forms
The theologian, Gustavo Gutierrez, says that 
· Love is a permanent creation, [but also] a daily innovation, 
· [It is] the ongoing search … [for] ways to get out of ourselves and make the other the center of our lives.
Isn’t that what our Baptismal Ministry is about?
Searching for ways to get out of our own way – out of our selves – and make the other the center of our lives, as we seek and serve Christ in one another.
Of course, this isn’t easy
In fact, it’s a very tall order: 
· To love as Jesus loved
· To minister to others as Jesus did – a ministry grounded in selfless love (God’s love) – inclusive love intended for everyone
· But it’s not so daunting if we access our God-given gifts and invite the Holy Spirit into our ministry
· We don’t have to do this alone, folks
· The Holy Spirit has fallen upon us too!
· And within this worshipping community we can join with others to embody this commandment
· Each of us using the particular gifts God gave us
· Each portion of the community responding to God’s call 
I don’t have to think very hard to think of ways this community loves
· I think of the exuberant celebration of Christ’s Resurrection in the Fiesta following the Easter Vigil
· The delicious food so generously prepared and served by Hispanic/Latino and Anglo members of our community working together
· The lively music 
· The first ever conga line at St. Michael’s (in my memory),
· Led by our rector, Chris, and winding its way between the tables, round and round the Nativity Hall (Even Marcile Wallace, age 97, joined in with her walker!)
· I also think of the Youth Comedy Night a week ago, when we were treated to another delicious meal prepared by parents and delightful entertainment offered by the youth of the parish
· Such loving generosity
· Such joy
· But I also think of our generous sharing of God’s love through
· The meals we provide to the homeless and the hungry
· The hospitality we provide to recovery groups, including several AA meetings here each week
· The energy we poured into writing to our senators and members of congress, urging them to develop a comprehensive strategy to end childhood hunger in the United States
· The energetic advocacy for social justice embodied in the actions of so many, including those supporting immigration reform that manifests God’s inclusive love 
· The Youth Group’s energetic fund-raising and dedication to their Mission Trip to the Yakima Indian Reservation this summer 
Inclusive Love:
· Peter’s realization that the Holy Spirit was calling him to welcome all into the Christian Church,
· And Jesus’ new commandment that we love one another 
· Combine to create a powerful call to all of us 
· Leading to new possibilities – new ways of being in community and in relationship with one another – new ways of loving
Today’s passage from Revelation also echoes in my head:
And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new."
Even as we prepare to celebrate St. Michael’s Centennial (beginning on Pentecost), we are called to make all things new.
· We look back to honor the past
· Not to make it a golden idol 
· But to gain an awareness of our past and of the values revealed which can energize us for the next 100 years
· This gives new meaning to our renewal of our Baptismal Vows:
To our commitment to be Christ in and for this particular part of the world we know as the Hollywood District and for the wider community and the world beyond
And opportunities to make things new – to begin new things – are evident right here within the worshipping community of St. Michael’s
One particular New Thing comes to mind:
· For over 15 years, this community has offered a Spanish missa for our Hispanic/Latino sisters and brothers
· We’ve worshiped together in bilingual services on some feast days
· And for a couple of years now, we have had co-Junior Wardens – one for the Hispanic/Latino portion of our community  and the other for the Anglo portion
· This past January, during  that amazing Annual Meeting that packed this space, we elected two Hispanic/Latino members to the Vestry 
· And as of this winter, the missa has an average attendance of over 90 people!
This is one way we are beginning to make this 100-year-old community new again!
And this vision continues to evolve: 
To include not only worshipping together, but also getting to know each other by sharing experiences and by sharing our stories
· Those who participated in the reading of the Passion on Good Friday got a taste of this
· Readers included both Hispanic/Latino and Anglo members of the parish
· They supported one another as they rehearsed together
· And out of this experience some participants are getting to know one another a little better
· Having supported and encouraged each other during the reading itself 
· They now recognize and greet one another individually
· Those cooking together in preparation for the Easter Vigil Fiesta also experienced this growing sense of being one community in Christ
· We will have another huge opportunity to get to know each other even better when we come together this summer for our Bilingual Missa and Centennial Picnic (on July 11 at Rose City Park)
· And these specific examples are just some of the ways we are creating this new thing – this single, culturally rich and diverse community of St. Michael’s
Radically, Inclusive Love making all things new!
· Embracing our past and the community identity revealed by that past
· And carrying this identity forward, as we look to the future for ways to be Christ 
· Within the growing, evolving community that is St. Michael and All Angels in the Hollywood District
· And for all who search or struggle, seeking God’s promise and God’s love
· Embracing and getting to know more members of this worshipping community
· Welcoming the stranger
· Feeding the hungry
· Providing respite for the weary
· In the words of Gustavo Gutierrez, “This is the way to make Jesus present at all times. … Jesus will be recognized if we love as he did.”
We all need to heed this call!
Amen.
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