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Let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

            “Will you come & follow me if I but call your name? Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?” Today is an awesome day to reflect on our lives as followers of Jesus Christ in terms of mission and service. In fact, do you realize that the legal name of the Episcopal Church is “Domestic & Foreign Missionary Society”?  For close to 16 years now, as the deacon of this parish, it has been my joy and privilege to send you out after every worship service with some version of “Go in peace to love & serve the Lord.” I imagine I’ve done that now close to 2500 times. Sending out in mission to do the work that God has given you to do, is as vital, urgent and grace-filled as the being gathered in. Archbishop Oscar Romero urges us, “when we leave Mass, we ought to go out the way Moses descended Mount Sinai: with his face shining, with his heart brave and strong to face the world’s difficulties.”1       

           At the beginning of his public ministry, Jesus described his mission this way: to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. In our Gospel today, Jesus does exactly that. He’s taken his disciples on a mission trip to the country of the Gerasenes, opposite Galilee. This was Gentile territory, foreign territory for them. Today this area is the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights. We don’t really get just how cool this was of Jesus until we put ourselves in among those who accompanied Jesus. As usual, hurting people find Jesus. We’re approached by this naked, tormented wild man and most likely our first reaction would be to bolt. But we’re traveling with Jesus, the master teacher and as always, our eyes are opened to see God at work in a new way. Jesus, with such great love, calmly speaks to the man, asks him his name, heals him and sets him free. I wish I could have been there – except I have been and so have you! I’ve seen Christ at work in the campo of Nicaragua as we work side by side with the local people to build wells, lavenderos and baños with El Porvenir. I’ve seen Christ at work in the delighted faces of adults learning to speak English here, especially as they begin to grasp the conjugation of the verb “to be.” I’ve seen Christ at work in the ministry of our Parish Health Promoters, who today will be helping families obtain medical insurance for their children through the state’s “Healthy Kids” program. We’ve all witnessed Jesus working through his disciples –us—in big and small ways and it’s nothing short of amazing. Where ever we are, God calls us, God counts on us, to be God’s agents of healing, hope and love.

As followers of Jesus and as members of the Domestic & Foreign Missionary Society, we take the love of God to many different places every day. Sometimes our mission trip will be to the home of a sick friend; other times our mission will take us farther away, to the other side of the state or the country or the world. We go as God’s humble servants, as Jesus’ hands of healing and blessing. In the document “Mission-Shaped Church”, the Church of England reminds us, “It is not the church of God that has a mission in the world, but the God of mission that has a church in the world. . . God is on the move and the church is always catching up.” 2
We’re catching up a bit today. This morning we’re sending off on a week-long mission trip 37 youth & adult leaders from St. Michael’s and from St. John’s in Oakland. Together they are about to embark on a time of service in Christ’s name with the people of the Yakama Nation near Toppenish, WA, on the Columbia River plateau. They will be leading a Vacation Bible School and perhaps doing some painting and minor repairs on the homes of elderly and disabled members of the community. We send them off to learn, to grow, to  love and we ask God’s blessing to be upon them all. As Chris+ wrote in her Messenger reflection, “A mission trip offers an opportunity to put our faith into the context of a different paradigm.” They will all return changed by their experiences.

            Our forum today will focus on the mission efforts of Ben Seidl and Bennis Joseph, both of whom were in Haiti earlier this year to help with recovery efforts after the devastating January 12 earthquake. Neither Ben nor Bennis knew each other prior to meeting up in Haiti so what a surprise when they discovered that not only were they both from Portland with connections at St. Michael’s but Ben’s younger brother and Bennis’ daughter Michaela actually go to school together! How could God’s hand not be in that! Ben has worked with World Water Relief in both the Dominican Republic and Haiti and Bennis, who was born in Haiti, has been involved in resettlement efforts, building schools, and clean water projects—which is how he met Ben! Today we will have an opportunity to hear the stories & see the photos of the work God gave them to do in Haiti to bring comfort, hope and blessing to those who had lost so much. Once again, the life-giving waters of baptism connect us in such deep ways with the water so essential for physical life.                    

            The Spirit of God has called my husband Gary & me to a new adventure in mission also. We will be leaving St. Michael’s at the end of July and will begin a new ministry at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church in Parkrose in early September. As many of you know, last spring, the rector and majority of members of St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church in Parkrose decided to leave the Episcopal Church to become St. Matthew’s Anglican Church. After this happened I attended a gathering with Bishop Michael Hanley, 16 or so of the remaining members of St. Matthew’s and various clergy and lay leaders from our Metro East Convocation. I was deeply moved by depth of sorrow and pain but also by the tenacity of the “faithful remnant” who didn’t want their church to die.  I thought at the time, “This community could use a good deacon.” Shortly after I wrote to Bishop Hanley and let him know that if he thought my gifts for ministry could be useful at St. Matthew’s, that I would gladly go and serve there.  This new adventure in mission really helps me to understand what it means to be part of the larger Domestic & Foreign Missionary Society-- aka the Episcopal Church -- beyond St. Michael’s and Gary & I look forward to having you say to us: “go in peace to love and serve the Lord” as we leave for ministry at St. Matthew’s in Parkrose. 


 So today we honor and celebrate the mission of Jesus as we send off our youth to the Yakama Nation with blessings and joy and we express our gratitude to Ben Seidl & Bennis Joseph for their ministry in Haiti.  Gary & I too pray for your blessing as you send us off at the end of next month to do God’s work in a new place. I invite you now to sing with me the last verse of “The Summons,” which we sang prior to the proclamation of the Gospel:

Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name.

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show.

Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.3
 Amen.
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